LETTERS OF JAMES SMETHAM

THE USE OF IMAGINATION  IN EELIGION

" Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty: they shall
behold the land that is very far off.59

ISAIAH xxxm. 17.

OUR SUBJECT is " The Use of Imagination
in Religion." But what do we mean by im-
agination? When we speak of a man, " drawing
upon his imagination/' we do not usually intend
anything in the nature of a tribute to his veracity.
This great word has been misused, and harmed in
a popular esteem by its associations. When a man
falls, everything he holds falls with him. His
words are affected by his loss; they bear the
marks of apostasy. That is the burden of a great
chapter in Trench's " Study of Words," where he
shows how language has been degraded by the
soul's infirmity.

The Latin word " imaginatio " from which ours
is derived, meant the power to bring before the
mind some object not present to the senses. By
the use of imagination, a remote object is brought
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